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Water and sanitation, as absolute necessities for people, planet and prosperity, are at the very core of sustainable development. 
Safe drinking water, adequate sanitation and hygiene are pillars of human health and well-being. The 2030 Agenda of United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ Á ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÇÏÁÌ ÏÎ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÎÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ɉ3$' ΨɊ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÅÔÓ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ȰÅÎÓÕÒÅ 
availability and sustainable management of water and sanitationȱ for all.  Currently, world cities generate about 1.3 billion tonnes 
of solid waste per year. This volume is expected to increase to 2.2 billion tonnes by 2025. Between the growing population and a 
lack of recycling, waste is at an all-time high. Solid waste is a large source of methane, a powerful GHG that is particularly impactful 
in the short-term. Locally, uncollected solid waste contributes to flooding, air pollution, and public health impacts such as 
respiratory ailments, diarrhoea and dengue fever. In lower inÃÏÍÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÃÉÔÉÅÓ ÓÏÌÉÄ ×ÁÓÔÅ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ Á ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ 
largest budgetary item. Presently, storage of waste at source is lacking. Domestic waste is thrown or burnt on streets, trade 
waste on roads / streets, construction  wastes  are left  unattended, biomedical wastes are disposed into municipal waste stream 
or even waterbodies, industrial waste often disposed off in open areas. Attempts should be made for using eco-friendly materials 
such as biodegradable plastic, paper, bamboo, or textile for eco-friendly packaging needs so that lesser waste will be generated 
which can easily be treated and reused. The newsletter is a humble effort towards providing a quick snapshot of the solid waste 
and management practices in Jammu. Improving solid waste management, is an urgent priority. Hopefully, this newsletter will 
contribute to the knowledge of the concerned stakeholder groups for much-needed action.  

Om Prakash Sharma, IFS 
APCCF/Director 

DEE&RS, J&K  
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INTRODUCTION 
The management of municipal solid waste is one of the 
main functions of all Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) in the 
country. All ULBs are required to meticulously plan, 
implement and monitor all systems of urban service 
delivery especially that of municipal solid waste. With 
limited financial resources, technical capacities and land 
availability, urban local bodies are constantly striving to 
meet this challenge. 
Solid waste means and includes solid or semi-solid 
domestic waste, sanitary waste, commercial waste, 
institutional waste, catering and market waste and other 
non-residential wastes, street sweepings, silt removed or 

collected from the surface drains, horticulture waste, 
agriculture and dairy waste, treated bio-medical waste 
excluding industrial waste, bio-medical waste and e-
waste, battery waste, radio-active waste generated in th 
e area under the local authorities and other entities 
(SWM Rules, 2016). 
With the launch of the flagship programme by the 
Government of India, Swachh Bharat Mission in 2014 that 
focuses on quality and sustainability of the sanitary 
service provision as well as emphasizes the commitment 
on every stakeholder to bring about a visible change in 
society. 

  
CLASSIFICATION OF SOLID WASTE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TYPES OF SOLID WASTE DESCRIPTION SOURCES 
FOOD WASTE (GARBAGE) 
 

Wastes from the preparation, cooking, and serving of food. 
Market refuse, waste from the handling, storage, and sale of 
produce and meats and vegetable 

 

RUBBISH 
 

Combustible (primary organic) paper, cardboard, cartons 
wood, boxes, plastics, rags, cloth, bedding, leather, rubber, 
grass, leaves, yard trimmings Non-combustible (primary 
inorganic) metals, tin cans, metal foils dirt, stones, bricks, 
ceramics, crockery, glass bottles, other mineral refuse 

Households, institutions and 
commercial such as hotels, stores, 
restaurants, markets, etc. 
 

ASHES AND RESIDUES 
 

Residue from fires used for cooking and for heating buildings, 
cinders, clinkers, thermal power plants. 

 

BULKY WASTE 
 

Large auto parts, tyres, stoves, refrigerators, others large 
appliances, furniture, large crates, trees, branches, palm 
fronts, stumps, flotage 

 

STREET WASTE Street sweepings, Dirt, leaves, catch basin dirt, animal 
droppings, contents of litter receptacles dead animals 

Streets, sidewalks, alleys, vacant 
lots, etc. 

DEAD ANIMALS 
 

Small animals: cats, dogs, poultry etc. 
Large animals: horses, cows etc. 

 

CONSTRUCTION & DEMOLITION 
WASTE 

Lumber, roofing, sheathing, scraps, crop residues, rubble, 
broken concrete, plaster, conduit pipe, wire, insulation etc. 

Construction and demolition sites, 
remodelling, repairing sites 

INDUSTRIAL WASTE & SLUDGES Solid wastes resulting from industry processes and 
manufacturing operations, such as food processing wastes, 
boiler house cinders, wood, plastic and metal scraps and 
shaving, etc. Effluent treatment plant sludge of industries 
and sewage treatment plant sludges, coarse screening, grit & 
septic tank 

Factories, power plants, 
treatment plants, etc. 
 

HAZARDOUS & BIO-MEDICAL 
WASTES  

Hazardous wastes: pathological waste, explosives, 
radioactive material, toxic waste etc. 

Households, hospitals, institution, 
stores, industry, etc. 

HORTICULTURE WASTES Tree-trimmings, leaves, waste from parks and gardens, etc. Parks, gardens, roadside trees 

Source: Solid Waste Management in Developing Countries by Bhide & Sunderasan, INSDOC, April, 1983 

Municipal Solid Waste Characterization in India 
Study conducted by CPCB & NEERI (2005)      

 
 



IMPORTANT HIGHLIGHTS OF SWM RULES, 2016 
Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 came in supersession of MSW Rules, 2000 keeping in view the need to integrate 
all sections of society to achieve desired zero waste target with provisions laid down for the first time for waste 
generators. Under the new rules, carrying certain dos and don'ts for manufacturers, distributors, municipal bodies and 
panchayats.  

¶ Duties of  waste generator to segregate and store the waste, not to litter or burn, and to prefer source waste 
processing by adopting any feasible technology like composting / biomethanation. 

¶ Manufacturers of plastic bags will have to make certain payments to states for its post-use disposal. The money, 
collected by the states from the manufacturers, will be given to local civic bodies and panchayats for taking multiple 
measures to dispose off plastic bags properly. Every local authority and village Panchayat to: 

1. Facilitate construction, operation and maintenance of solid waste processing facilities and associated infrastructure 
with maximum utilisation of all components of solid waste and preference shall be given to decentralized processing 
such as Biomethanation plants, composting, waste to energy processes including RDF.  

2. To organise awareness programmes for segregation of wastes and shall promote recycling or reuse of segregated 
ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ Ȱ:ÅÒÏ ×ÁÓÔÅȱ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÁÎÄÆÉÌÌÓȢ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing challenge with no management in place can lead to disastrous impacts on environment and health 

IMPORTANT NGT DIRECTIONS DATED 22ND DECEMBER, 2016 

¶ There shall be complete prohibition on open burning of waste on 
lands, including at landfill sites. For each such incident, defaulter 
shall be liable to pay environmental compensation of ` 5,000 in 
case of simple burning, while ` 25,000/- in case of bulk waste 
burning. Environmental compensation shall be recovered as 
arrears of land revenue by competent authority in accordance 
with law. 

¶ The State Government to ensure ban on short life PVC and 
chlorinated plastics before six months from date of 
pronouncement of this judgement. 

 

 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR HILLY AREAS AS PER SWM RULES, 2016 
a. Construction of landfill on hill shall be avoided. 
b. Convey the provisions of solid waste management under the bye-

laws to all tourists visiting the hilly areas at the entry point in the 
town as well as through the hotels, guest houses or like where they 
stay and by putting suitable hoardings at tourist destinations. 

c. May levy solid waste management charges from the tourist  at the 
entry point to make the solid waste management services 
sustainable. 

 

The State Government has banned the manufacturing of plastic bags of below 50 microns as thinner bags currently 
pose a major threat to environment due to its non-disposability. 

 


